Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Mar. 13

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:08 a.m., March 13, 2003]

NotTE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on March 13, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on March 14.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Iran

March 12, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the Iran emergency is to continue in effect
beyond March 15, 2003, to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication. The most recent notice
continuing this emergency was published in
the Federal Register on March 14, 2002 (67
FR 11553).

The crisis between the United States and
Iran constituted by the actions and policies
of the Government of Iran, including its sup-
port for international terrorism, efforts to un-
dermine Middle East peace, and acquisition
of weapons of mass destruction and the
means to deliver them, that led to the dec-
laration of a national emergency on March
15, 1995, has not been resolved. These ac-
tions and policies are contrary to the interests
of the United States in the region and pose
a continuing unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States. For these
reasons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emergency
declared with respect to Iran and maintain
in force comprehensive sanctions against
Iran to respond to this threat.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 12, 2003.
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NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 13.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Iran

March 12, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), and section 505(c) of the Inter-
national Security and Development Co-
operation Act of 1985, 22 U.S.C. 2349aa—
9(c), I am transmitting a 6-month periodic
report prepared by my Administration on the
national emergency with respect to Iran that
was declared in Executive Order 12957 of
March 15, 1995.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 12, 2003.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 13.

Remarks at a Saint Patrick’s Day
Shamrock Presentation Ceremony
With Prime Minister Bertie Ahern of
Ireland

March 13, 2003

Thank you very much, Taoiseach, and wel-
come back to the White House. Laura and
I are honored you came and really glad
you're here.

On behalf of the American people, I thank
you for the bowl of shamrocks and the good
fortune they promise. This annual gift sym-
bolizes the deep and enduring friendship be-
tween our two countries. The strong ties be-
tween Ireland and the United States reach
back centuries.

These strong ties have been affirmed at
critical moments in our country’s history. It
is said that during the Revolutionary War,
an Irish American woman, Lydia Darragh,
provided valuable intelligence to George



